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Veterans Today
The military men and women who serve and protect the U.S. come from all walks of 
life; they are parents, children, grandparents, friends, neighbors and coworkers, and are 
an important part of their communities. Here are some facts about the veteran 
population of the United States:

• 16.1 million living veterans served during at least one war.
• 5.2 million veterans served in peacetime.
• 2 million veterans are women.
• 7 million veterans served during the Vietnam War.
• 5.5 million veterans served during the Persian Gulf War.
• Of the 16 million Americans who served during World War II, about 558,000 are 

still alive.
• 2 million veterans served during the Korean War.
• 6 million veterans served in peacetime.
• As of 2014, 2.9 million veterans received compensation for service-connected 
• disabilities.
• As of 2014, 3 states have more than 1 million veterans among their population: 
• California (1.8 million), Florida (1.6 million) and Texas (1.7 million).
• The VA health care system had 54 hospitals in 1930, since then it has expanded to 
• include 171 medical centers; more than 350 outpatient, community, and outreach 

clinics; 126 nursing home care units; and 35 live-in care facilities for injured or 
disabled vets.

Veterans Day is an official United States public 
holiday, observed annually on November 11, 
that honors military veterans; that is, persons 
who served in the United States Armed Forces. 
It coincides with other holidays, including 
Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, 

celebrated in other countries that mark the anniversary of the end of World 
War I; major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany 
went into effect. The United States previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. 
holiday was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.

Veterans Day is not to be confused with Memorial Day, a U.S. public holiday 
in May; Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, while 
Memorial Day honors those who died while in military service.[1] It is also not 
to be confused with Armed Forces Day, a minor U.S. remembrance that also 
occurs in May, which specifically honors those currently serving in the U.S. 
military.
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17 - VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Vocational Service is the “Second Avenue of Service.” No aspect of Rotary is more closely related to each member 
than a personal commitment to represent one’s vocation or occupation to fellow Rotarians and to exemplify the 
characteristics of high ethical standards and the dignity of work. Programs of vocational service are those which 
seek to improve business relations while improving the quality of trades, industry, commerce and the professions. 
Rotarians understand that each person makes a valuable contribution to a better society through daily activities in 
a business or profession.
Vocational Service is frequently demonstrated by offering young people career guidance, occupational information 
and assistance in making vocational choices. Some clubs sponsor high school career conferences. Many 
recognize the dignity of employment by honoring exemplary service of individuals working in their communities. 
The 4 -Way Test and other ethical and laudable business philosophies are often promoted among young people 
entering the world of work. Vocational talks and discussion of business issues are also typical vocational service 
programs at most clubs.
Regardless of the ways that Vocational Service is expressed, it is the banner by which Rotarians “recognize the 
worthiness of all useful occupations” and demonstrate a commitment to “high ethical standards in all businesses 
and professions.” That’s why the Second Avenue of Service is fundamental to every Rotary club.
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1.  Is it the TRUTH?   3.  Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned? 4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

THE FOUR WAY TEST

Club Anniversaries
   Bud Bramley      11/12/96 22 years
   Robb Collier      11/29/11 7   years
   Gary Duncan    11/23/10 8   years
   Gloria Hager      11/1/93 25 years
   Frank Johnson  11/1/92 26 years

Happy Birthday
  
  Alan Carpenter      November 18
  Bryan Duncan      November   2
  Darbah Skaf      November 13


